
October 18, 2021 
 

CITY OF CONWAY 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CONWAY CITY HALL 
229 MAIN STREET, CONWAY 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2021 - 4:00 P.M. 
   

PRESENT:  Jean Timbes, Mayor Pro Tem  
Council Members:  William Goldfinch, Shane Hubbard, Alex Hyman, Justin Jordan, Larry White 
ABSENT:  Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy (out of town) 
 
STAFF:  Adam Emrick, City Administrator; Mary Catherine Hyman, Deputy Administrator; 
John Rogers, Deputy Administrator/ Grants & Special Projects Director; Jeff Leveille, 
Technology Services Director; Allison Hardin, Planning & Development Director; Allison 
Williams, Finance Director; June Wood, Public Information Officer; Dale Long, Police Chief ; 
Wayne Calhoun, Police; Reggie Jenerette, Solid Waste Director; Robert Cooper, Building 
Official; Karen Johnson, Assistant Recreation Director; Rosanne Dates, Grants Coordinator; 
Lynn Smith, Human Resources Director; James Friday, Public Utilities Director; Timmy 
Williams, Grounds & Maintenance Director; Le Hendrick, Fire Chief; Kayla Fleming, Associate 
Judge; Brandon Harrelson, Public Works Director; and Alicia Shelley, City Clerk    
 
OTHERS:  Julie Hardwick, Beth Helms and approximately 20 others 
  
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Pro Tem Timbes called the meeting to order.  Josh Finklea, The 
Rock gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
The requirements for posting notice of this meeting under South Carolina’s Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) were met. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion:  Goldfinch made a motion, seconded by Hyman, to 
approve the October 18, 2021 meeting agenda with the exception to remove item VII in order to 
give Council more time to study and hear from others in the Wild Wing community.  Vote:  
Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
Emrick informed the approximately 13 people in attendance regarding Item VII that it would be 
re-advertised and that the community and HOA would be notified as to when it would be back 
before City Council.  They were also given business cards of staff members to contact with 
additional questions.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-10-18 (A) to rezone approximately 17.31 acres 
of property located at Boundary & Main Street, near Mill Pond Road (PIN 338-00-
00-0022) from City of Conway Highway Commercial (HC) to Medium Density 
Residential (R2).   
 

B. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-10-18 (B) to annex approximately 3.5 acres of 
property located at 1003 Creel St (PIN 369-05-02-0006/TMS 136-08-35-001) and 
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request to rezone from Horry County Commercial General Residential (GR) to City 
of Conway Professional (P) zoning district.  
 

C. Final Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-10-18 (C) to annex approximately 0.12 of an 
acre located at 121 Quail Run (PIN 383-09-04-0074) and request to rezone from 
Horry County Residential (SF10) to City of Conway Low/Medium Density 
Residential District (R-1).   

 
D. Acceptance of Bid for Purchase of Trucks for Public Utilities (budgeted) 

 
E. Acceptance of Bid for Purchase of Mini Excavator for Public Works (budgeted) 

 
F. Approval of October 4, 2021 Minutes 

 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:  Motion:  Hubbard made a motion, seconded by 
Jordan, to approve the October 18, 2021 consent agenda.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 
   
PUBLIC INPUT:  
 
Patricia King informed Council that she is on the Rose Hill Cemetery Committee and the 
cemetery is running out of room.  She stated that the committee needs direction and asked Council 
if they are in the cemetery business or not.   
 
Yolanda Robison-Myers informed Council that she has been on the Rose Hill Cemetery 
Committee since 2015.  She asked Council to find more land as the cemetery is full.   
 
Ballery Skipper spoke to Council regarding Whittemore Elementary School and asked them to 
save the building. 
 
Cheryl Moore Adamson asked Council to partner with the Whittemore/Racepath Historical 
Society to revitalize Whittemore Elementary School and cease demolition.  She also told Council 
that she is concerned about the meeting on October 27 being at 4 p.m. for those who have to work 
and not being able to attend at that time.   
 
Cedric Blain-Spain informed Council that he opposes Ordinance ZA2021-07-19 (E) based on the 
amount of acreage that they are requesting to rezone.  He is also against the demolition of 
Whittemore Elementary School.   
 
Dana Rabon informed Council that the Lady Bass Anglers Association is planning to have a two 
tournament in Conway in March of 2022 and asked for assistance in sponsoring and promoting 
the tournament.  Emrick gave his business card.   
 
There was no further public input.  Motion:  Hyman made a motion, seconded by White, to close 
public input.  Vote:  Unanimous.  Motion carried. 
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 
 

A. Employee of the month – Public Safety – September.  Timbes stated that this item would 
be presented at a future meeting. 
 

B. Request to Amend the Official Zoning Map of the City of Conway to include the 
future path and rights-of-way for the Conway Perimeter Road/El Bethel Extension.  
Hardin informed Council that as part of the initial adoption of a zoning ordinance for the 
City of Conway, the City Council at that time also adopted an official zoning map as 
required in Title 6, Chapter 7, Sections 1210 – 1280 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina. 
Since that adoption, any amendment to the official zoning map is required to go through a 
specific process: review by Planning Commission, hold a public hearing, and two 
successful readings by the City Council.  Amendments to the official zoning maps typically 
occur via rezoning requests, but other information may be included to provide information 
to the community. 
 
Hardin said that on November 8, 2016, Horry County voters, by a 69.1 to 30.9 percent 
margin, supported a one-cent Capital Projects Sales Tax for roads. This tax went into effect 
on May 1, 2017, and will expire on April 30, 2025. Horry County is slated to receive $592 
million over the eight-year life of the one-cent tax. All of the road projects to be funded 
from the tax are packaged in the third Ride Improvement & Development Effort (RIDE 
III) program in Horry County.  RIDE III includes a second phase of a project called the 
Conway Perimeter Road. The purpose of this road is to improve regional network 
connectivity between US 378 and US 701 and to contribute to the network of perimeter 
routes for enhanced local mobility.  Phase II of the Conway Perimeter Road will extend 
from US 378 (at El Bethel Road) to US 701 South. The new road will feature 4-lanes with 
median and turning lanes at the intersection and pedestrian facilities, and has an estimated 
budget of $18.4 million.  The design for Phase II of the Conway Perimeter Road was 
completed this summer, and the project has entered the right-of-way acquisition process.  
During this process, the DOT will approach property owners along the intended route in 
order to negotiate a purchase of their property so that the road project can be completed. 
This process is estimated to take two years.  In that time frame, it is possible that property 
owners along the proposed route may request permits and/or rezonings from the City.  If 
the City were to grant these requests, it would further complicate the acquisition process 
and require more funds than initially envisioned.  This type of fund deficit is often made 
up by taking things away from the project, such as pedestrian facilities, which the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan encourages. 
 
Hardin then stated that Council would hold a public hearing during their regular November 
15, 2021 meeting.   

 
FIRST READING: 
 
First Reading of Ordinance #ZA2021-07-19 (E) An Ordinance to rezone approximately 27.45 
acres of property located at 501 Liz Lane (PIN 369- 00-00-0028) from City of Conway Low-
Density Residential District (R) to Light Industrial (LI)  Hardin informed Council that this 
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rezoning request was originally submitted in May 2021 as an annexation to R and rezoning of 
more than 60 acres by Santee Cooper. This request was approved. Staff realized that the site plan 
showed metal buildings, which are not allowed in the R district. Santee Cooper then submitted a 
rezoning request from R to LI to allow the metal buildings. The City Council held a public hearing 
on July 6 and discussed the proposal. While the Council noted that Santee Cooper would be good 
neighbors, they were concerned about future consequences of rezoning the entire site as Light 
Industrial. City Council approved the annexation under the R zoning designation, which allows 
utility uses such as substations, and asked Santee Cooper to subdivide the area out that needed LI 
zoning to accommodate the metal office structures and other items not allowed in the R zoning 
district. Santee Cooper has done as requested, and the amended parcel (reduced in size from 60 
acres to 27.45 and with a separate parcel identification number) is represented by the attached plat 
and graphic drawing.  The design for this project takes into account the perimeter road.  The Future 
Land Use Map identifies this parcel as Low Density Residential and Highway Commercial.  The 
Planning Commission recommended approved with a 6-1 at its June 3 meeting.  Staff also 
recommends approve of first reading of the amended request. 
 
Goldfinch stated that the discussion before was that Santee Cooper would encapsulate the LI parcel 
inside their own R1 properties to protect surrounding R1 neighborhoods.  Hardin said that this 
property is not surrounded by city property and abuts Horry County’s jurisdiction.   
 
Hardin then showed on the map where the perimeter road would run and said that would provide 
an additional buffer with a wide road and prevent any future development just south of the R1 
zoning.  
 
Hyman stated that the site also includes a gas easement and an archeological site.   
 
Goldfinch asked how they came up with the 27 acres.  Hardin stated that is where the transmission 
line fell.   
 
Emrick stated that Santee Cooper would have a really hard time minimizing the footprint of their 
facility so that it doesn’t cross over property lines and he said that if they just drew a line around 
the boundary of the building they would be landlocked or the stuff that does into that building 
would not be able to meet setbacks as they would need to buffer everything.   
 
Goldfinch asked who owned the property to the West.  M. Hyman said that property is owned by 
Rad LLC, which has a mine on that parcel and that the parcel to the east is owned by Santee 
Cooper. 
 
White asked about the archeological site.  Hardin said that it is owned by Santee Cooper and they 
are leaving it alone.   
 
Timbes asked if there was a motion.   
 
Motion:  White made a motion to deny this request.  The motion failed due to a lack of a second.   
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Emrick stated that Harrelson brought to his attention that the left side of the site would be used for 
stormwater for this facility so that would provide the buffer that would be needed if there were to 
be redeveloped in the future. 
 
Timbes stated that it would be helpful if Council had a labeled map with all of this on it to come 
back for reconsideration.   
 
Hyman said that the parcel to the east that is not in the city is also owned by Santee Cooper.  Hardin 
said that the parcels along 701 that are R zoned are owned by Santee Cooper. 
 
Emrick said that he thought there may be some concerns across the street that may be developed 
as residential in the future.  
 
Goldfinch asked Harrelson to meet Council out there to show us the parcel in question.   
 
Motion:  Hyman made a motion to table first reading of this request. 
 
Anna Strickland of Santee Cooper stated that this project will include a forest buffer and you will 
not be able to see any of this facility from the surrounding properties.  She said that Santee Cooper 
already has a substation and the next facility will be part of that existing substation for future 
development of the area’s increasing residency.   
 
Goldfinch invited Strickland to the field trip at the location.   
 
Jordan seconded the motion to table this request.  Vote:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
 
Emrick informed Council of the following: 
 
• Conway High School's Homecoming Parade is October 22 at 4 p.m. All Council members 

should arrive no later than 3:30 to ride and Emrick will text where the firetruck is when he 
knows.   

• The Whittemore Community meeting is rescheduled for October 27 at 4 p.m. on site at the 
Whittemore School. 

• Celebration of Lights set up has started.  We are working to get more power to Ashpond Road, 
the road that leads into Marina Drive, so we can add lights there.  That is traditionally a very 
dark lead in and we have had multiple requests to improve that section. 

• There will be a party for City employees and their families on October 26 from 6 until 8 in the 
Witch's Garden behind City Hall. 

• Irene Tyson of Boudreaux will be in town tomorrow to meet with staff and get a tour of the 
City as she begins her team to prepare the updated Master Plan for downtown and the 
riverfront.  The consultant for the Trails RFP will be in town next Monday to meet with us 
and begin that planning effort.   

• AS you know, City staff has been working with the Jenkins Family and Larry Railey, the 
developer with the land lease.  If you have been to Chick Fil A or Walgreens lately, you may 
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have seen a lot of marking flags.  These are the outline of a potential roadway that would 
connect 16th Avenue to the Recreation Center, greatly improving the safety of traffic and 
pedestrian flow into this area.  We are still working with them but have had several very 
encouraging discussions.   

• The mural has made a lot of progress in a very short time.  Last week we had more than 150 
employees leave their mark on it.  Once we get a better idea of how much longer is will take, 
we will start working on a ribbon cutting and a dedication of it. 

• The City Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration is scheduled for December 2 at 6 p.m.  The 
location has moved from Third Avenue to Laurel Street in front of the Town Green. 

• We have three department reports tonight, first from Roseanne Dates, then James Friday and 
finally Lynn Smith.   

 
Roseanne Dates, Grants Coordinator: 
 
Dates stated that since her last report in January, the City received 15 awards totaling $6.5 million.  
Dates has also submitted 18 proposals totaling $2.46 million, not including the EDA grant for $6.1 
million. 
 
In February, the City received the award notification from EDA for the Crabtree Force Main/Park 
Hill Pump Station project for $6.094 million. Since March, much of Dates time has been consumed 
with management of this project. The total project cost is almost $9 million and Dates applied for 
$1.1 million from Rural Infrastructure Authority to go toward this project. The City submitted 
revisions last week and Dates is expecting to know the status of the grant within the next month 
or so.  

  
The FEMA BRIC grant in the amount of $2 million for Chestnut Bay has been discussed in prior 
reports, so Dates said she would just give a quick update. Last year, when the City applied for 
funding, FEMA incorrectly deemed Chestnut Bay as an ineligible project. The City has since 
appealed the decision. Unfortunately, the City has no timeline for a decision from FEMA or even 
know if they have funds available to award if they decide our project is now eligible. SCEMD has 
advised Dates to prepare a new application, which is due on Nov. 19. 
 
Along with writing new grants and managing current grants, she has spent a great deal of time 
researching, training, and submitting reports to Treasury on American Rescue Plan funds. We have 
been allocated $4.365 million and we have already received half that ($2,182,552). In addition to 
spending these funds, there is opportunity to apply for more federal funding. All the federal 
agencies are getting money funneled to them through ARPA which will be available as grants. She 
has spent an extensive amount of time on webinars to identify appropriate opportunities for us. 
 
In addition to ARPA trainings, in September, Dates completed a month-long FEMA grants class. 
The training will help in management of FEMA grants. 
 
Finally, she highlighted one of the newest grants we received. We were recently awarded a 
$305,000 CDBG-Mitigation grant for a city-wide comprehensive stormwater plan. This plan will 
allow us to identify flood hazards and future CDBG eligible infrastructure projects. RFQ 
submissions were due Oct. 15 and we are currently in the process of selecting a firm, which will 
likely be discussed at the next council meeting. 
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James Friday, Public Utilities: 
 
Friday stated that this year so far Public Utilities has installed 230 new water meters, 152 new 
sewer services and have received 944 service requests.  He then said that to date 92 water leaks 
have been repaired and 57 sewer repairs have been made.  He said that the Vehicle Maintenance 
has had 522 work orders to date.   
 
Lynn Smith, Human Resources: 
 
Employee Benefit Flyers:  MUSC.Care (Online/Virtual medical visits) 

Ready, Set, Elect- Open Enrollment (Open enrollment ends 10-31) 
    Regular check-up and cancer screenings 
 
Events:   Annual Employee Blood-Screening - 130 Employees 
    Blood-Screening Reviews with Nurse Practitioner - 35 Employees 

  American Red Cross Blood-Drive - 37 Employees Donated   
    United Way Campaign $ 5937.10 - Deadline to contribute 11/24 
    United Way Day of Caring - Team of 5 employees 
    Flu Shots October 19, 2021 - 50 employees signed up  
    Employee After Hours Halloween Event 10/26 from  6-8 p.m. 
    Food-Drive Department Competition will kick-off in November 
 
    We wear: 
    Teal on Tuesday’s 
    Pink on Wednesday’s in October 
    Green/Gold on Friday’s      
           
New Hires: Police Community Service Officer, Court Administrative Support 

Specialist II, Public Works Motor Equipment Operator I, 4  Public 
Works Tradesworkers, Full-Time Fitness Associate, Aquatic 
Associate, Recreation Grounds & Maintenance Technician, and 2 
Solid Waste Equipment Operator I 

 
Promotions: Karen Johnson , Assistant Recreation Director Aquatics, Fitness, 

Marketing 8-10-21; and Belinda Mills, Senior Records Clerk  
 
Retirees:   None 
 
Separations: Senior Records Clerk-Police,  3 Police Officers, Grounds & 

Maintenance Technician for Recreation, Aquatics Coordinator, 
Firefighter, 2 Solid Waste Equipment Operator I 
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Workers Compensation Claims: Three Injuries 
     Strained Back  Public Utilities 

Strained Calf   Building Department 
     Knee Injury   Public Works 
 
Current Postings:   Seven Postings 
     Police Officer 
     Firefighter I 
     Solid Waste Equipment Operator I 
     Full-Time Membership Associate 
     Part-Time Membership Associate 
     Part-Time Athletic Supervisor 
     Part-Time Lifeguard 
 
Smith then showed a short video of fun things happening with employees.  
 
COUNCIL INPUT: 
 
Hyman congratulated the employees on their promotions.  He then said that DNR and the 
Wounded Nature would be cleaning the coastal water and are pulling out 2 abandoned or sunken 
boards.  They will provide the equipment but may need help with the dumpsters.  He said that he 
had been on vacation and it is nice to go but it is always better to come home.  He hoped everyone 
has a safe Halloween.   
 
White asked how the items get on the Consent Agenda.  Emrick said typically these are budgeted 
items, unanimously voted first readings and events that we have had in the past.  White also 
recommended that meetings or tours be held after 5 p.m. so that everyone can attend especially 
Whittemore Elementary School as well as the place.  He stated that maybe we could have pictures 
of the building shown on the website.  He asked to consider these items if we have another meeting 
later on this project.  He then said that he would like to know what is being sent out from the city.  
Emrick said usually what is being sent is to notify adjacent property owners of rezonings .   
 
Goldfinch said that it has been busy at the Conway Recreation Center with a record number 
playing athletics and he was grateful for that.  He gave a shout out to his and June Woods soccer 
team for being undeafeated.  He also mentioned the flag football teams. 
 
Hubbard congratulated Ms. Johnson on her promotion at the Recreation Center.  He then said that 
he would not be able to attend the meeting at Whittemore Park Elementary.  He then offered to 
give Ms. Skipper a ride home if she did not pass the eye test. 
 
White asked Council to read the packet that he gave everyone on the South Carolina FOIA that he 
received last week at a meeting of the MASC that he attended.   
 
Timbes said that the City looks wonderful and to be careful of all the ones taking pictures.  She 
also thanked Council for the extra measures in weighing issues and for taking more time than just 
putting them through.   




